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any income is from the advertising
that goes on the sides of the bins,”
he said.
Naidoo lived in London for six
years before finally returning
home about two years ago. Since
then, he has been working on the
concept of Clean Streets.
The former finance and IT
specialist said this experience gave
him the freedom to consider his
approach differently.
“In London, they are much more
developed in some ways and there
are a lot of creative people to work
with. That really helped me in this
process.”
Naidoo, 32, said he was never
really all that passionate about the
environment, but found as he was
growing older that he became
more concerned about his carbon
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   spending half a decade in
another country, a Durban
businessman returned home with
a plan to revolutionise trash.
Adesh Naidoo’s idea recently
won him the Small Enterprise
Development Agency’s (Seda)
Small Business Stars national
business plan competition.

Naidoo’s idea, called Clean
Street, involves mounting bins on
street poles for free, providing
advertising revenue for the city.
The plan won over the Seda
judges with its intention to make
the bins a compulsory accessory in
every city.
The Queensburgh-based
businessman was selected out of
5 500 entries.

He presented his business plan
to 18 provincial judging panels and
was selected alongside 10 other
national finalists.
Naidoo said winning the prize,
which includes a laptop, software,
R50 000 in cash plus R600 000 worth
of business support from Seda, was
a vindication and proof that the
plan he believed in would work.
“This really helps. Now I know

that I have this backing, it gives me
much more confidence.”
The bins are fashioned to hold
the waste that is common on busy
streets, such as cigarette butts and
chewing gum. The sides can
accommodate advertising.
“The bins will be put up on poles
and maintained by myself and my
staff for free.
“The only way we will be making

footprint.
“I changed my mind and I
started thinking if I could make
one small difference and leave a
better place for our children. Then
it would be worth it.”
Naidoo not only wants to take on
South African streets, but he
wants to tackle an international
audience soon and he is starting
with a country just across our
borders.
“We are looking at getting the
bins across to Maputo in
Mozambique. It’s very exciting and
surreal that this project is already
getting exposure from across the
border before it even takes off
here,” he said.

   
     
#  ordered an austerity
drive this week, banning
government meetings in fivestar hotels, curbing foreign
travel and halting the
creation of new posts to help
rein in a bulging deficit.
There will also be a ban on
buying new vehicles, the
finance ministry said after
figures showed that India had
posted its worst economic
growth in nine years.
A range of measures on
“fiscal prudence and
economy” have come into
force, the ministry said, but
analysts cautioned that more
effort was needed to improve
India’s finances.
Economic growth slowed to
6.5% in the 2011/12 financial
year, according to the data,

which pushed India’s
currency to a new lifetime
low of 56.50 rupees to $1.
The Congress-led
government earlier
announced tentative
measures to check the fiscal
deficit, which it aims to bring
down to 5.1% of gross
domestic product in the
current fiscal year from
5.76% a year ago.
The government ascribes
many of India’s economic
woes to the eurozone crisis,
but it has come under attack
for its economic management,
with business confidence hit
by the sluggish growth,
controversial tax rulings,
reform paralysis and worries
over rising welfare subsidies.
— Sapa-AFP

